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debt is paid, and that, in the meanwhile, some general rule for tl the Government in that respect ought to be established.
These suggestions were not necessary to the decision of the qi before me; and were, I readily admit, intended to awake the at draw forth the opinions and observations of our constituents, upc of the. highest importance to their interests, and one destined to ex< ful influence upon the future operations of our political system, no tribunal to which a public man in this Country, in a case od difficulty, can appeal with greater advantage or more propriety th* ment of the people; and although I must necessarily, in the disci official duties, be governed by the dictates of my own judgment, I sire to conceal my anxious wish to conform, as far as I can, to t those for whom I act.
All irregular expressions of public opinion are of necessity at some doubt as to their accuracy; but, making full allowance on t I can not, I think, deceive myself in believing that the acts ref well as the suggestions which I allowed myself to make, in relat bearing upon the future operations of the Government, have be< by the great body of the people. That those whose immediate p terests are to be affected by proposed expenditures should shrink i plication of a rule which prefers their more general and remote those which are personal and immediate, is to be expected. Bu objections must, from the nature of our population, be but tempor duration; and if it were otherwise our course should be the sai time is yet, I hope, far distant when those intrusted with power to for the good of the whole will consider it either honest or wise, local favors at the sacrifice of principle and general good.
So understanding public sentiment and thoroughly satisfied that terests of our common Country imperiously require that the c< T have recommended in this regard should be adopted, I have, up mature consideration, determined to pursue it.
It is due to candor as well as to my own feelings that I should reluctance and anxiety which I must at all times experience in es undoubted right of the Executive to withhold his assent from bi grounds than their constitutionality. That this right should not on slight occasions, all will admit. It is only in matters of deep in the principle involved may be justly regarded as next in importan< tions of the Constitution itself, that such a step can be expected t the approbation of the people. Such an occasion do I conscientiousl; present to be. In the discharge of this delicate and highly respoi] am sustained by the reflection that the exercise of this power has 1 consistent with the obligations of official duty by several of my p and by the persuasion too, that whatever liberal institutions may ] from the encroachments of Executive power, which has been ever; cause of so much strife and bloody contention, but little danger is

